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Tracking Pharmaceuticals within a Healthcare Facility:
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Ensure the following business infrastructure is in place:

Ø Environmental accounting practices
Ø Environmental, safety and health programs / Generator status
Ø Storage areas on site [product and waste]
Ø Accumulation areas in facility [waste]
Ø Transport and off-site treatment/storage/disposal contractors
Ø Employee information and training
Ø Medical surveillance
Ø Contingency plan/emergency procedures
Ø EPA identification number
Ø Recordkeeping/reporting

Pharmaceuticals NOT
dispensed and are
described as: expired,
obsolete, recalled,
returned from patient

My facility purchases, stores, handles, dispenses,
prepares, and/or disposes of pharmaceuticals….

Pharmaceuticals
dispensed, spilled, xxx,  and
cleanup materials and PPE
described as waste-like
AND BIOHAZARDOUS

Pharmaceuticals
dispensed, spilled, xxx,  and
cleanup materials and PPE
described as waste-like and
NOT biohazardous

Determine status of material.  Consult:
Ø ES&H staff
Ø Chemical services contractor
Ø NMED Expert Referral Service
Ø RCRA Hotline

Ø Return to manufacturers:  Reverse
Distribution System

Ø Healthcare Facility out of decision
loop at this point

Biohazardous material waste stream

Healthcare Facility as a generator of waste is
responsible for :
3 Characterization [hazardous? RCRA?]
3 Accumulation/storage
3 Transport to Treatment, Storage, and

Disposal facility

RCRA regulated?

Ø Pollution Prevention National Policy:  Pollution that cannot be prevented or
recycled should be treated and/or disposed of in an environmentally safe
manner [not to include the sanitary system or general trash]

Ø PBT Chemical Program: Prevent new PBTs from entering the environment
Ø Accumulate and store per chemical compatibility and waste disposal methods

employed by TSD
Ø Transport per DOT requirements

Ø Document waste code from Lists:
§ P and U
§ Characteristic D, X,X, with 'H'

hazard class
Ø Accumulate and store per RCRA

waste codes, chemical compatibility,
waste disposal methods employed by
TSD

Ø Transport per DOT requirements
Ø Blah, blah, blah

NOTES:

1. Pharmaceutical = national formularies?
2. Definition of "hazardous" outside of RCRA and OSHA

standards [including hazardous drug list in Technical XXX]
is a "developing" concept:  PBTs, endocrine disruptors,
American Society of Health-System Pharmacists
hazardous drug list….

3. Call DEA:  Controlled substances may follow identical
logic, but require administrative controls set foreth by
Drug Enforcement Administration.

4. 


